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How should Christians live their faith in the public arena? Twenty years ago, the first edition of

Chuck Colsonâ€™s Kingdoms in Conflict became a bestseller, a must-read for people interested in

politics and the relationship between church and state. Now, with a passion for truth and moved by

the urgency of the times we live in, Colson has written God and Government, re-voicing his powerful

and enduring message for our post-9/11 world.In an era when Christianity is being attacked from

every sideâ€•books being written charging Christians with being theocrats and trying to impose their

views on an unwilling cultureâ€•what is the message of the Christian church? What does the Bible

say, and what do we learn from history about the proper relationship between faith and culture?

Appealing to scripture, reason, and history, this book tackles societyâ€™s most pressing and

divisive issues. New stories and examples reflect the realities of today, from the clash with radical

Islam to the deep division between â€œredsâ€• and â€œblues.â€• In an era of angry finger-pointing,

Colson furnishes a unique insiderâ€™s perspective that canâ€™t be pigeonholed as either

â€œreligious rightâ€• or â€œreligious left.â€•Whatever your political or religious stance, this book will

give you a different understanding of Christianity. If you're a Christian, it will help you to both

examine and defend your faith. If youâ€™ve been critical of the new religious right, youâ€™ll be

shocked at what you learn. Probing both secular and religious values, God and Government

critiques each fairly, sides with neither, and offers a hopeful, fair-minded perspective that is sorely

needed in todayâ€™s hyper-charged atmosphere.
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Although not strictly a scholarly work, Colson draws enormous breadth and integrity of expertise into

this epochal exposition of the relationship of church to state.I must confess that it took me 20 years

to pick up this book, and that only on a whim. I had no desire to read Colson, having little belief in

the value of celebrity or notoriety in lending value to a man's words. Though not a hater of things

American, I am not starry-eyed about American mentality, especially when it comes to politics, and

rather turned off by the way Americans (and others) confuse the domains of religion and politics, not

just on the political right but at all points of the political spectrum. That Colson had been a special

advisor to Richard Nixon during the Watergate scandal had pretty well put him off my radar.I could

not have been more wrong about him.This book is the first I have read in which a comprehensive

exposition of an appropriate relationship of church to state is laid out. Colson cannot be accused of

confusing the two domains, yet he is clear about the valuable relationship between personal, and

collective, faith, and public domain politics. A man highly qualified to speak about both, and his

education in the school of hard knocks has paid off in spades. Though some reviewers appear to

regard the book as a vilification of the religious and political right this is quite unfair -- Colson is

balanced in both domains and his writing reveals little pandering to partisan interests. He could

equally address a Republican Convention, or a Democrat one, or stand aside and offer telling

criticism of both parties. The same balance is evident in his theological writing.
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